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Summary:  Authentication - the independent validation of the identity of a user,
server, or process - is critically important for e-government.  This presentation
provides a common set of criteria by which to evaluate different mechanisms and
an objective "scorecard" of several popular choices, including username/password,
hardware tokens, software tokens, Kerberos, digital certificates, smart cards, and
biometrics.

Dow Williamson is the Market Development Manager for Government Operations
at RSA Security, Inc.  He came to RSA Security in 1999 from Sun Microsystems
where he served as both the Senior Product Manager for Sun’s security-enhanced
Trusted Solaris operating system and a Market Development Manager in Sun
Microsystems Federal.  He has a Bachelor of Science degree in Computer
Science/Mathematics from Norwich University, a Master of Science degree from
the University of North Dakota, and a M.B.A. from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical
University.
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